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Trade game (Hanzebordspel)

A prototype of a board game is developed aiming at illustrating the major economic principles with respect to 
trade and cooperation to enhance welfare. 

The essence of the game is that each player can either invest in its own human and earning capital, or in trade 
relations with other players. In the latter case income, and through that welfare depends partly on the welfare 
of other players. 

The game is to be equilibrated – i.e. proper values for costs and rate of return of various types of investments are 
to be established - so that in most cases a winning strategy is a mixture between autarkic investments in your 
own economy – the nationalist strategy – and free ridership on welfare of others – the full globalist strategy. 
Ultimately, the goal of the project is to create a digital multiplayer game.
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Amsterdam young adult twins: their lives 30 year later

Between 1985 and 1988 I saw a large group of twin families from Amsterdam who were invited to take part in 
my PhD research project. I saw 160 identical and fraternal twin pairs and their parents from Amsterdam and 
looked at their lifestyle (smoking, exercise), their educational profiles, their health (blood pressure, lipid levels) 
and how they responded to stress. I would very much like to invite this group back. The twins were adolescents 
and young adults (between 13 and 18 years old) when they took part in this project.

Almost 30 years later, I would like to invite them back and look at their developmental trajectories: what do their
careers look like, how is their health, did they stay in Amsterdam, did they have children themselves? With all 
these life outcomes, to what extent did genetic factors play a role and what other important determinants can 
we identify?
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Dorret Boomsma, Researcher, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
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Thirty Questions on Radicalization: An Augmented Reality Book

The aim of the proposed project, entitled Thirty Questions on Radicalization (TQR) is to provide, by means of 
questions and answers, straight forward overviews (scientific and popular) on the phenomenon of radicalization 
among youth (i.e. causes and manifestations) as well as possible preventive measures. The final result of TQR 
will be an Augmented Reality Book (ARB): a printed book with embedded video files which can be viewed by 
pointing a mobile device (iPhones, iPads and high-powered Android devices) to the relevant pages.

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
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As a sample of how Aurasma technology will be implemented in practice, we are including below 
(figure 1 ) a video recording featuring an interview with Professor Ruard Ganzevoort, Member of the 
Dutch Senate and Dean at VU University Amsterdam. 

 

Figure 1.  Interview  

 

 

Figure 2. QR Code  

Please scan the enclosed QR Code (Figure 3) twice and 
point your mobile phone at the colored figures. You can use 
any QR scanner on mobile phone. The first time Aurasma 
will be downloaded and the second time, it will subscribe 
to the channel. Once you have Aurasma on your phone, it 
would be enough to scan the QR code once. 

 

Vanja Ijujic, Researcher, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
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Queer Readings of the Hebrew Bible

Since the latter half of the twentieth century scholars have interpreted the narratives about the triangle  
relationship of David to King Saul and his son Jonathan in the Books of Samuel in a homoerotic way. Several 
sculptors and painters from the Early Renaissance to the present time identify with the pederast Goliath who is 
wounded by the sight of David’s excellent beauty: for example, Donatello and Caravaggio. Such works produce 
impressively homoerotic interpretations already prior and parallel to the scholarly interpretations of the 20th 
and 21th century. 

In my dissertation I apply several ways of queer readings to selected passages of the Hebrew Bible, namely 
the legal texts concerning male homoeroticism (Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13) and cross-dressing (Deut 22:5), the  
creation accounts (Genesis 1 and 2), the stories of Sodom (Genesis 19:1-28), Gibeah (Judges 19), Ham and Noah 
(Genesis 9:20-25), Saul, Goliath, David and Jonathan (Books of Samuel), as well as Ruth, Naomi and Boaz (Book 
of Ruth). 
Furthermore I analyze the homoerotic Jewish interpretations of Joseph, the beautiful young man in the 
Hebrew Bible: In Rabbinic Judaism, Joseph is described as an effeminate youth whose behaviour does not  
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young man in the Hebrew Bible: In Rabbinic Judaism, Joseph is described as an 
effeminate youth whose behaviour does not correspond to gender norms at that time. 
There is not one queer method to read biblical passages, but a great variety of queer 
approaches that are grounded in certain interpretations of the term “queer”. For 
example, the Song of Songs, Qohelet 4:9-12 and Ruth 1,16-17 can be interpreted today 
as queer, biblical counter-texts in relation to contemporary conservative ideas of 
marriage, which are still cemented through certain interpretations of the Genesis creation 
accounts, whereby queer is understood in a general sense as “against the dominant 
norm”. A queer reading of King Davidʼs exposure while dancing during the transport of 
the ark to Jerusalem in 2 Samuel 6 focuses on his erotic behaviour before G*d which is 
extremely unusual, thus queer, for the readers back then and today and remembers that 

G*d is on the side of persons like David. Queer 
interpretations contribute to the goal altogether of enabling 
more queer (gay, lesbian, bisexual, polyamorous etc.) ways 
of living today. 
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University of Amsterdam 
Faculty of Humanities 
Religious Studies 
Amsterdam School of Historical Studies 
http://www.uva.nl/profile/k.hugel 

correspond to gender norms at that time. There is not one 
queer method to read biblical passages, but a great variety 
of queer approaches that are grounded in certain interpre-
tations of the term queer. For example, the Song of Songs, 
Qohelet 4:9-12 and Ruth 1,16-17 can be interpreted today 
as queer, biblical counter-texts in relation to contemporary 
conservative ideas of marriage, which are still cemented 
through certain interpretations of the Genesis creation  
accounts, whereby queer is understood in a general sense as 
against the dominant norm . 

A queer reading of King David’s exposure while dancing  
during the transport of the ark to Jerusalem in 2 Samuel 
6 focuses on his erotic behaviour before G*d which is ex-
tremely unusual, thus queer, for the readers back then and 
today and remembers that G*d is on the side of persons like  
David. Queer interpretations contribute to the goal  
altogether of enabling more queer (gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
polyamorous etc.) ways of living today.

Karin Hügel, Researcher, University of Amsterdam



6

Science of Society (S.O.S.) Survival Toolbox

An overwhelming amount of (pseudo)scientific findings are presented to us on a daily basis via a variety of  
media channels. But how can someone that is not educated in science deal appropriately with this information? 
It is time to Save Our Soules (S.O.S) and to educate our citizens reducing the gap between science and society. 

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
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We propose to provide the S.O.S. Survival Toolbox 
with which we will educate high-school students to 
become ´independent critical thinkers´. The S.O.S. 
Survival Toolbox consists of science-related edu-
cational material, workshops and a lecture from a 
renowned scientist. 

Quarterly e-learnings on science and its method 
will be part of the program as well as the highlight: 
The Science Awareness week (SAW) with scientist 
giving workshops at the schools. The program runs 
continuously from the first class till the pre-exam 
class (minimal 3 years of education, maximal 5 
years) to guarantee long-lasting knowledge.

Hanneke Hulst, Jeroen Geurts, 
Quinten van Geest, Marijn Huiskamp, 
Piet Bouman, Benthe Westerik, 
Floor de Boer, Stella van het Klooster, 
Wietke Babelioswky, Researchers, 
VU University Medical Center Amsterdam
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LINKUP

Individuals with mental disability face stiff challenges to employment on account discriminating  
employer attitudes and misconceptions about their illness. Unemployment condemns them to a life of poverty and  
dependency on their families and government benefits which is sometimes not available. However, creating a 
platform that links skilled persons with mental disability to employers has the potentials to improve the rates of 
employment among persons with mental disability. 

Linkup is a mobile app designed to connect the mentally disabled to employment opportunities.

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
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Ikenna is a public health physician and a Ph.D. candidate at Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam and currently conducting research on identifying what works in 
employment for persons with mental disability in East Africa.

Obichi is a co‐founder of Diabuddy a mobile application for management 
of diabetes. He is a public health physician and has MBA in Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship from Tel Aviv University, Israel and George Washington 
University, USA.



8

Streetsmart cities? Streetsmart Academy! 
24/7 streetwise e‐education and collaboration for public 
professionals

Professionals in urban cities have to deal with wicked problems. The idea combines phd research on situat-
ed acting with the knowledge of specialist in India regarding simulation and gaming. Both focus on wicked  
problems. That makes it inspiring. The idea is innovative because it bridges the world of citizen, public  
professionals and private companies. Using social return on investment as a booster to increase safety and  
skilling both professionals and increasing citizen empowerment.

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
Sports Sector

Artie Nalinidevi, Liesbeth Verkuyl, 
University of Applied Sciences Amsterdam
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Move Metrics

Knowledge on performance is key to prevent injuries and optimise improvement. Across Europe, 90% of the 50 
Million runners use electronic devices. These devices provide objective data on training behaviour and running 
technique, but lack personal feedback. 

Move Metrics is a cloud based analytical tool to support runners to interpret their training sessions. Feed-
back is based on context and personal characteristics and enriched by peer2peer coaching and motivation. It 
is an intelligent analytical engine designed to learn and adapt to the user. The ongoing collection of running  
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Ben van Oeveren, Researcher, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

characteristics, user input and data forms an 
unique database that stimulates multi-discipli-
nary research. 
As an independent party Move Metrics brings 
new knowledge rapidly into market with a  
specialised team, collaborations with lead-
ing universities and companies. This platform  
accelerates innovation in feedback and guides 
runners with clear training goals to achieve 
the perfect balance between training load and 
performance, being motivated and prevent  
injuries.
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Zazu – an artificially intelligent person assistant that schedules 
meetings for you

Professionals are wasting over 120 hours a year on scheduling meetings. That’s over two hours a week!
Two hours, which you could have better spent on your core activities.

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
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Tony Nguyen, Jesse Grift, Megan van Doorn, Students, 
University of Amsterdam

Zazu offers an artificially intelligent personal  
assistant that schedules meetings through e-mail. 
You simply, cc Zazu into any e-mail conversation 
and then the meeting scheduling will be done 
automatically for you. No more back and forth, 
no more checking calendars and changing times. 
Zazu will e-mail and negotiate about date, time 
and location for you. All that is left for you is to 
attend the meeting.

Behind Zazu is a multidisciplinary team of three. 
Jesse Grift studied the bachelor of commerce 
and is a board member of a student board where 
he single-handedly schedules meetings with  
external relations and recognises the pain of 
manually scheduling meetings personally. 
Megan van Doorn is specialised in manage-
ment, communications, marketing and customer  
relations. She has worked for a online agency and 
has written blogs with 100.000+ viewers. 
Tony Nguyen is a graduate Artificial Intelligent at 
the University of Amsterdam and is specialised 
in natural language processing, natural language 
understanding, Cloud computing, Big data and 
Deep learning.
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Ebb ‐ Electronic application (app) for people with intellectual 
and communication disabilities

People with intellectual disabilities often are no (good) readers and writers. Their talent often does not lay in 
handling the written text, the spoken language, memorizing. We know that people with intellectual disabilities 
have a story and an vision to share. We value their opinion and want them to participate but we lack easy to use 
and attractive tools to support the communication, dialogue, reflection and this participation.

Sofie Sergeant created in recent years picture books along with artist Saar The Buysere: Dingske, now and in the 
future (in Publisher Guarantor) and Behind the mourning (for publisher Witsand). We know from experience 
and literature that material supports the dialogue structures, deepened, broadened, is more relaxed and thus 

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
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Sofie Sergeant, Researcher, Disability Studies Nederland

facilitates.
Sofie Sergeant has explored in recent years in drawing labs 
where she has collected lots of drawings. People have drawn 
in these labs on quality of life, a good life .... Thus, there is a lot 

of material.
In the support of people with intellectual and communication disabilities, the focus of care and supportive  
services shifts towards coaching and more regular participation in various activities in all areas of society. People 
with disabilities are challenged towards participation (UN CRPD). 
To this end, people have to be equipped and to support this participation they need to be equipped by tools that 
are non-stigmatizing and easy-to-use.

We create an app that supports people with intellectual and communication disabilities in memorizing, in 
reflection and communication. We create an nice-looking app for them, to help them make contact, participate 
and engage in dialogue and in making decisions.
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Brainfloss

Recent research by LSVB shows that 50% of bachelor students within the Netherlands are currently or have  
recently been struggling with mental health issues. This development is worrisome because our mental well- 
being is the foundation of all our abilities to perform, whether socially, academically or professionally.

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
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Nadia Piet, Student, InHolland

Brainfloss, an initiative by Nadia Piet, is  
dedicated to improving mental health amongst 
students. The purpose of this project is to  
design tangible and sustainable solutions that 
will allow us to integrate mental hygiene within 
higher public education institutions. The design 
brief focuses on aligning the needs of students, 
the limitations of the education system, the 
states priorities and partners’ resources.

Current concepts need to be further validated 
and iterated to come to a final solution that can 
be thoroughly developed and implemented. 
I hope to advance this project in collaboration 
with other stakeholders so that we may collec-
tively manifest a healthier, happier future.
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Metabotnik ‐ The Digital Museum re‐invented

A dark glass surface with thousands of softly glowing images - touch an image and it will come to you as if it was 
a fish in a pond and your finger a slice of bread. Now you can look at the smallest details, read captions that may 
be af few words or a few hundred or even a few thousand if you are inclined to read them.

Metabotnik presents a new way to look at visual information. It presents an interesting way to blend the  
traditional way of showing artefacts in museums with a digital presentation that is both elegant and inviting but 
not obtrusive. See and try it for yourself at Metabotnik.com

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
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Paul Dijstelberge, Researcher, University of Amsterdam
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Someone for Everyone: Developing an evidence‐based dating 
app for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities

People with an intellectual and developmental disability (IDD) are more likely to experience social isolation and 
loneliness and tend to have smaller social networks. Finding a partner who loves them is as important for people 
with an IDD, as for their non-disabled counterparts. The proposed dating app Vlinders provides a safe platform 
for people with an IDD to successfully find a romantic partner. The goal is to close the digital divide and increase 
the social capital of people with an IDD.

The research team - Dr. Sindy Sumter, Dr. Saar Mollen (University of Amsterdam) and Dr. Dilana Schaafsma 
(Fontys Hogeschool Eindhoven) - is passionate about empowering people with an IDD through technology, 
and is determined to make this project a success. To reach this goal we are looking for socially responsible  
corporations, and funds that are interested in this innovative tool that enhances inclusion and participation of 
this group in society.

Innovative ideas in the Social/Cultural/
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Saar Mollen, Sindy Sumter, Dilana Schaafsma Researchers, 
University of Amsterdam

Vlinders
Safe Match For all

Sign‐up authorized through 
(residential) institutions

Vlinders

Based on relational goals, 
location and interests people are 

matched through 

Vlinders

Included features reduce 
social and communicative 

barriers through

Vlinders

Minimal Viable Product
The main focus in the MVP testing and development 
phase will be on the application’s chat function. To 
enable successful contact it is crucial to tailor to the 
social and communicative barriers experienced by 
people with an IDD. 

We will test pre-programmed questions as a 
potential chat feature of Vlinders. 

Which question 
would you like 
to ask Eline?

What is your 
favorite movie?

Which foods do 
you like?

Do you like 
sports?
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