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Queer Readings of the Hebrew Bible

Since the latter half of the twentieth century scholars have interpreted the narratives about the triangle  
relationship of David to King Saul and his son Jonathan in the Books of Samuel in a homoerotic way. Several 
sculptors and painters from the Early Renaissance to the present time identify with the pederast Goliath who is 
wounded by the sight of David’s excellent beauty: for example, Donatello and Caravaggio. Such works produce 
impressively homoerotic interpretations already prior and parallel to the scholarly interpretations of the 20th 
and 21th century. 

In my dissertation I apply several ways of queer readings to selected passages of the Hebrew Bible, namely 
the legal texts concerning male homoeroticism (Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13) and cross‐dressing (Deut 22:5), the  
creation accounts (Genesis 1 and 2), the stories of Sodom (Genesis 19:1‐28), Gibeah (Judges 19), Ham and Noah 
(Genesis 9:20‐25), Saul, Goliath, David and Jonathan (Books of Samuel), as well as Ruth, Naomi and Boaz (Book 
of Ruth). 
Furthermore I analyze the homoerotic Jewish interpretations of Joseph, the beautiful young man in the 
Hebrew Bible: In Rabbinic Judaism, Joseph is described as an effeminate youth whose behaviour does not  
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to the present time identify with the pederast Goliath who is wounded by the sight of 
Davidʼs excellent beauty: for example, Donatello and Caravaggio. Such works produce 
impressively homoerotic interpretations already prior and parallel to the scholarly 
interpretations of the 20th and 21th century. In my dissertation I apply several ways of 
queer readings to selected passages of the Hebrew Bible, namely the legal texts 
concerning male homoeroticism (Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13) and cross-dressing 
(Deut 22:5), the creation accounts (Genesis 1 and 2), the stories of Sodom (Genesis 
19:1-28), Gibeah (Judges 19), Ham and Noah (Genesis 9:20-25), Saul, Goliath, David 
and Jonathan (Books of Samuel), as well as Ruth, Naomi and Boaz (Book of Ruth). 
Furthermore I analyze the homoerotic Jewish interpretations of Joseph, the beautiful 
young man in the Hebrew Bible: In Rabbinic Judaism, Joseph is described as an 
effeminate youth whose behaviour does not correspond to gender norms at that time. 
There is not one queer method to read biblical passages, but a great variety of queer 
approaches that are grounded in certain interpretations of the term “queer”. For 
example, the Song of Songs, Qohelet 4:9-12 and Ruth 1,16-17 can be interpreted today 
as queer, biblical counter-texts in relation to contemporary conservative ideas of 
marriage, which are still cemented through certain interpretations of the Genesis creation 
accounts, whereby queer is understood in a general sense as “against the dominant 
norm”. A queer reading of King Davidʼs exposure while dancing during the transport of 
the ark to Jerusalem in 2 Samuel 6 focuses on his erotic behaviour before G*d which is 
extremely unusual, thus queer, for the readers back then and today and remembers that 

G*d is on the side of persons like David. Queer 
interpretations contribute to the goal altogether of enabling 
more queer (gay, lesbian, bisexual, polyamorous etc.) ways 
of living today. 
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correspond to gender norms at that time. There is not one 
queer method to read biblical passages, but a great variety 
of queer approaches that are grounded in certain interpre‐
tations of the term queer. For example, the Song of Songs, 
Qohelet 4:9‐12 and Ruth 1,16‐17 can be interpreted today 
as queer, biblical counter‐texts in relation to contemporary 
conservative ideas of marriage, which are still cemented 
through certain interpretations of the Genesis creation  
accounts, whereby queer is understood in a general sense as 
against the dominant norm . 

A queer reading of King David’s exposure while dancing  
during the transport of the ark to Jerusalem in 2 Samuel 
6 focuses on his erotic behaviour before G*d which is ex‐
tremely unusual, thus queer, for the readers back then and 
today and remembers that G*d is on the side of persons like  
David. Queer interpretations contribute to the goal  
altogether of enabling more queer (gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
polyamorous etc.) ways of living today.
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Science of Society (S.O.S.) Survival Toolbox

An overwhelming amount of (pseudo)scientific findings are presented to us on a daily basis via a variety of  
media channels. But how can someone that is not educated in science deal appropriately with this information? 
It is time to Save Our Soules (S.O.S) and to educate our citizens reducing the gap between science and society. 
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We propose to provide the S.O.S. Survival Toolbox 
with which we will educate high‐school students to 
become ´independent critical thinkers´. The S.O.S. 
Survival Toolbox consists of science‐related edu‐
cational material, workshops and a lecture from a 
renowned scientist. 

Quarterly e‐learnings on science and its method 
will be part of the program as well as the highlight: 
The Science Awareness week (SAW) with scientist 
giving workshops at the schools. The program runs 
continuously from the first class till the pre‐exam 
class (minimal 3 years of education, maximal 5 
years) to guarantee long‐lasting knowledge.

Hanneke Hulst, Jeroen Geurts, 
Quinten van Geest, Marijn Huiskamp, 
Piet Bouman, Benthe Westerik, 
Floor de Boer, Stella van het Klooster, 
Wietke Babelioswky, Researchers, 
VU University Medical Center Amsterdam
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SAGA High Dosage Math Tutoring for At‐Risk Secondary School 
Students

Children 12 years of age often enter the lowest pre‐vocational tracks in Dutch secondary education 4 or more 
years behind grade level. It is all too easy to assume that it’s too late to help these young people, and that they 
will never thrive either in school or in worlds of work. 

A genuinely innovative approach to high dosage math tutoring, which has proven remarably effective in the 
U.S., challenges these assumptions. This tutoring approach will soon be implemented at a VMBO in Amsterdam 
New West. It promises to reveal untapped wellsprings of talent hidden from view in many schools across the 
Netherlands. 

The key is providing students who have fallen behind in math a substantial dose of individualized instruction 
in a tutorial setting ‐‐ for one hour every day, during an entire school year. Bowen Paulle (UvA) will be heading 
the team evaluating this intervention which could have implications for countless businesses in Amsterdam and 
beyond.
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Interclass

The current school methods are not in line with the technological innovations and are definitely not in line 
with the students needs. This problem can be solved to offer Interclass to students, so that next to their own  
mandatory school materials, they can profit from an e‐learning platform. With Interclass there is a huge social 
impact for the students.

They can experience a new way of learning that stimulates the multiple talents of the students. It is a fun way of 
learning that can make studying much easier. Higher grades can result in better jobs and colleges opportunities, 
better results of Dutch high schools and Universities. In this way our Dutch knowledge economy will rise again.
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Anna van Thiel, Student, University of Amsterdam
Yasemin Demirtas, Student, University of Amsterdam
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Barataria, Educational Economic Games

Barataria aims to simulate simple economic systems in forms of real life games, for both adults and children. On 
the one hand as an enjoyable and hands‐on way of doing economic education, and on the other hand in order 
to simulate and test alternative economic systems for which no data from the real world is available.

Innovative ideas in Education

Ellen Maassen, Junior teacher, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Real‐life games that simulate an economy have 
the potential to enliven economic education, and 
make it accessible to a young age. Furthermore, we 
are free to tweak any variable in the game to test 
hypotheses about economic policies that would be 
unethical to test on real economies. The first ques‐
tion I want to address is whether demurrage has 
the potential to diminish harmful aspects of capi‐
talism.

The innovator behind this idea, Ellen Maassen, 
looks at the economy with the perspective of a 
computer scientist and designs games from her 
rich experience as an educator.


